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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Dear Families & School Community,

OPEN DAY

It was so pleasing to have over 870 visitors to 
our school on OPEN DAY, Wednesday 18th 
March. This represents a 40% increase over any 
other Open Day since I have been at Henley. 
Comments from the visitors were overwhelmingly 
positive and indicated significant support for, and 
recognition of, the quality of public education in 
western Adelaide.

HOMEWORK!
SHOULD WE STILL BE SETTING HOMEWORK 
IN 2015?

There has been significant media coverage 
recently about the value of homework. This has 
resulted in some rigorous debate in our staff 
offices.

Some thoughts!
•  Senior students have more non-scheduled 
lessons and need skills in independent learning 
and good decision making about using their 
valuable time to complete their work, including 
assignments and revision. Once at university, they 
receive minimal support in this regard.  In fact, 
much of their tertiary studies these days is only 
available on line.
•  Many highly successful senior students have 
publicly stated that their success was significantly 
enhanced because they ensured that all their 
work was completed at school.
•  Much research indicates that homework is a 
major source of family arguments.
•  Students with learning difficulties rarely benefit 
from doing more at home without the qualified 
support.
•  Aspiring students in Asia will attend homework 
clubs after school and on weekends to assist 
them gaining entry into the highly prestigious 
universities: they do not play sport after school 
and nor do they have part time jobs.
• Our senior students who have sporting 
commitments and/or part time work often 
struggle to manage all of their commitments – 
they are supported by mentors at school.

•  There is minimal evidence in any research 
that primary students or junior primary students 
benefit from homework – in fact, there is more 
evidence to support students to have hobbies or 
play or be active after school and on weekends.
•  The family unit needs to be treasured and time 
spent enjoying each others’ company cherished.
•  Students who have difficulties at school often 
do not have a supportive environment to do their 
homework at home.

Below is an excerpt from a recently published 
‘Educator Editor’’

Homework debate requires a 
reality check.....
……Hadjmichael concluded by 
citing a Telegraph.co.uk report 
which found that 5% of UK 
parents exclusively did their kids 
homework; however, one in five 
had homework-related arguments 
with their child three times a month.

I welcome any feedback from the community and 
will ensure we have a robust discussion at our next 
Governing council meeting.  The Admin team is 
also currently reviewing the school’s homework 
policy and processes.  I will keep you all informed 
on progress.

Feedback can be sent via email to henleyhs@
henleyhs.sa.edu.au, please put Homework in the 
subject line.

Liz Schneyder 
Principal
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YEAR 12 FORMAL
The Year 12 Formal is being held on Friday 15th May at the National Wine Centre.

Full details have been sent to all Year 12 Students and their Parents/ Caregivers.

Full payment and completed permission forms are required no later than 
Thursday 2nd April to Student Services.

For any enquiries please contact Sammy Nutt or Donna Richards-Stone on 8355 
7000 or via email promotions@henleyhs.sa.edu.au
 
We look forward to seeing the Year 12 Students on this prestigious 
evening. 

STUDENT 
ABSENCES
To report a Student 
absence please report 
online via our Website  
or phone Student 
Services on 8355 7014  
or 8355 7015.

TERM DATES
TERM ONE
27th January - 10th April

TERM TWO
27th April - 3rd July

TERM THREE
20th July - 25th September

TERM FOUR
12th October - 11th December

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 
End of term 1

MONDAY 27TH APRIL 
Term 2 commences

WEDNESDAY 6TH MAY 
6pm, Finance Meeting  
- Governing Council

7pm Governing Council Meeting

FRIDAY 15TH MAY
Student Free Day

FRIDAY 15TH MAY
Year 12 Formal

PUBLIC 
HOLIDAYS
FRIDAY 3RD APRIL
Good Friday

MONDAY 6TH APRIL
Easter Monday

MONDAY 8TH JUNE
Queens Birthday

STUDENT FREE DAYS 2015

Term 2
Friday 15th May (Year 12 Formal)
Tuesday 9th June (June long weekend)

Term 3
Monday 7th Sept (Whole School Closure Day)
Tuesday 8th Sept (Show Day)

Term 4
Monday 12th October (First day of Term 4)

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 2015/2016
Pre orders can be placed via this link www.entbook.com.au/161k415 or by calling 
Student Services on 8355 7000.

mailto:promotions%40henleyhs.sa.edu.au?subject=
http://www.entbook.com.au/161k415
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SUPPORTED LEARNING CENTRE
TRANSITION INFORMATION EVENING
The SLC Transition Information Evening was held on Monday 2nd March in the Supported 
Learning Centre. Representatives from 14 different agencies were available to speak to 
families. 

Open Employment (Disability Employment Services), Supported Employment (Australian Disability Enterprises) and Day Options 
agency representatives spoke to students and their parents about the post school options that are available in our region.
Disability Services, Centrelink and Parents Helping Parents spoke to families about assistance which is specifically targeted to 
assist young people living with a disability. 

More than 20 families from Henley High School SLC and Seaton High attended and took advantage of this crucial opportunity 
to plan a transition pathway to a meaningful post school option.

Martin Aartsen
Coordinator, Supported Learning Centre

ACEP (ASSUMPTION COLLEGE ENGLISH 
PROGRAM) 5 WEEK STUDY TOUR
This term we welcomed 4 students and 2 teachers, 
Piyaporn SAENSAENG and Anchalee SRISUWAN 
from ACEP (Assumption College English Program) 
from Thailand. During the five weeks the students 
are here to experience school life at Henley High 
School. Our relationship with the Assumption 
Colleges has been ongoing since 2012 and has 
included both Student Study Tours and Teacher 
Training Programs. 

Each ACEP student has a HHS buddy. We encourage 
all students to participate in our International 
Program. We believe providing in opportunities that 
are mutually beneficial with outcomes established by 
increasing their understanding and appreciation of 
the characteristics of other countries, providing them 
with the concepts and tools to develop a greater 
awareness of the value of each country and a deep 
respect for other cultures.

Naomi Bond
Assistant Principal, Languages/ International
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HENLEY HIGH YEAR 5/6/7 TENNIS INVITATIONAL 2015
Our SSP tennis program hosted the Henley High Tennis 
Invitational for the second time in its history on Monday 
16th March for year 5, 6 and 7 students from around South 
Australia.  There was an overwhelming response with 62 boys 
and 26 girls participating on the day from 43 different Primary 
Schools, many of whom were from country regions of SA.  

Special Congratulations go to players who reached the finals 
of both competitions.  The Boys competition was won for 
the second time running by Terry Karahalios from Fulham 
North Primary who defeated Jasper Roberts from Encounter 
Lutheran School.  The Girl’s final was played between Maggie 
Pearce from Largs Bay Primary School and Tully Richter from 
Nazareth Catholic College.  Maggie went onto win a very 
high standard match of tennis.

A huge thank you to both the Seaside Tennis club and the 
Henley Beach South Tennis Club for use of their venues and 
support in the day.  Thank you also to SSP Tennis Coaches 
Jason Kempf and Sharon Hambly for organising the draw and 
managing both tournaments.  Thank you also to SSP Tennis 
students who also helped.  Students competing must be 
congratulated on their competitiveness and sportsmanship 
shown throughout the day.  Parents must be thanked for their 
support also.

Results -

Girls Competition held at Henley South Tennis Club
Final –   Maggie Pearce def. Tully Richter

Semi-finals –  Maggie Pearce def. Hayley Hudson
  Tully Richter def. Nikki Rawlings

Quarter Finals –  Maggie Pearce def. Jessica Smart
  Nikki Rawlings def. Jade Howes
  Tully Richter def. Mia Tsoukalas

Boys Competition held at Seaside Tennis Club
Final –   Terry Karahalios def. Jasper Roberts

Semi Finals –  Jasper Roberts def. Henry Pilkington
  Terry Karahalios def. Alex Carroll

Quarter Finals –  Henry Pilkington def. Trenton Mathews
  Jasper Roberts def. Blake Hansen
  Terry Karahalios def. Ross Hatzi
  Alex Carrol def. Mathew Roberts

Jarrod Gillings 
SSP Tennis Program Manager
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ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES – 
RENEWABLE ENERGY CAMP 2015
On Monday the 2nd March, 44 year 10 Advanced Technologies students made a trip to Tonsley 
to visit both TAFESA and Flinders University. First at TAFESA we received an inspiring and 
motivational speech from the Chief Executive of Dematec Energy. He spoke about ways to save 
energy through lighting and what energy-efficient options there were for lighting in your house 
and workplace. Another guest speaker from TAFESA then spoke about the house that he had 
built, which had a 7.5 energy efficiency rating. He told us that a house with an energy rating of 
10 meant that it was entirely self-sufficient, and so the house which he had built was extremely 
impressive. 

After that we were given a tour of the 
TAFESA campus, in which we saw the 
place where TAFE students practiced how 
to set up solar panels and samples of wind 
turbines. This also included a small weather 
station that is used to measure temperature, 
wind speed and direction. We also saw how 
they measure the output of the solar panels 
and change the power from DC to AC. 

We then walked across to Flinders University 
Tonsley campus where three speakers talked 
to us about the Hills Innovation Centre and 
Flinders University. We found out that the 
Hills Innovation Centre is a relatively new 
concept which was introduced to help 
people who have ideas about new products 
get out there and make their ideas a 
reality. The thing which most stood out in 
this speech was that anyone with product 
ideas and designs could contact Hills and 
get their idea out there, even as young as 
us! The guest speaker from Flinders spoke 
to us about what courses were offered at 
Flinders, and how they were working to help 
more people find jobs after they graduate. 

The last place we visited before leaving for Burra was Tindo Solar. Tindo is the only place in Australia that makes solar panels, this 
means they are specifically designed for Australian weather conditions. We saw the production line where they are assembled 
mostly by robotic equipment and partly by hand. We were then told more about Tindo as a company and were told that the 
production line cost around 5 million dollars which was funded partly by the Australian government and partly by Tindo. 

When we arrived in Burra, we quickly unpacked and then drove up to the old copper mines. We learnt a little about the history 
of the town, and we took a short walk up to a lookout point, where we could see the whole of Burra. After a barbeque tea, some 
of us took a walk around the town, seeing all of the historical sites, like the miner’s dugout. Back in the Town Hall, our house for 
the night, we did some communication activities.

The next day we woke up, had breakfast then walked up to the local AGL information centre. Here we got a presentation 
about AGL and wind energy and the effect wind energy has on the environment. It was amazing to see how much CO2 is being 
produced but more important how much is being saved by wind turbines. We then went to the closest of the wind farms which 
was Hallett Hill where we got to ask question about the wind farm. It was great to learn how all the turbines work and we also 
learnt a lot about the construction of the farms. On the way back into Burra we went to see one of the individual blades which 
really put into perspective just how big these wind turbines are.

After that we returned to AGL and had lunch and another opportunity to ask questions. We then piled back into the busses 
and headed back to Adelaide. We all learnt a lot and are really thankful to everyone who made this possible including guest 
speakers, those within the organisations we visited and of course our teachers.

Written by Alice Murphy and Sahara Boniface, on behalf of the Year 10 Advanced Technologies Students
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YEAR 10 ESL (ISEC) TASK
In Week 5 of Term 1, the Intensive Studies of English Class (ISEC) participated in a task that 
required the international students to interview a mainstream Year 9 student. The class has 15 
students (4 from Japan, 3 from Hong Kong and 8 from China).

YEAR 10 HEALTH - COMMUNITY PRACTICAL ACTIVITY
The Year 10 Health course is a new subject in 2015. So far the students have developed skills in health promotion in the local 
community by researching and presenting information about a community health event. This was then presented in the form of 
a YouTube video to be posted on the teacher’s YouTube channel for a public and global audience. Student feedback so far has 
been really positive. 

“I liked that the assignment was different and I we were able to get out of the classroom and film our health promoting video. 
Riding around on a go cart promoting Meals on Wheels was pretty fun!”

http://www.youtube.com/user/alyciawrighthealth

Alycia Wright
Mitchell Senior Sub-School Manager & Health Teacher

The ISEC class were required to create ten open questions to ask the 
Year 9s about aspects of their life such as accomplishments, family, 
background, interests, and schooling. The ISEC students were then 
paired with a Year 9 student. They asked the students their questions, 
remembering to take notes and clarify responses. The international 
students were very nervous to begin with, but the task allowed the 
students to meet and talk with new people. It also forced them to 
rely entirely on their English communication skills. 

In week 6 the ISEC students wrote a report of their interview 
responses and presented an evaluation to the class about how they 
felt the task went. Siwen (Stacey) Wang said, “I enjoyed the task 
because I was able to make a new friend and practice speaking in 
English.”

A big thank you to Ms Callery and her Year 9 German class for offering 
their time to help. Both classes valued the lesson as it broke down 
some barriers between international and mainstream students.

Jade Ambler
Middle School Coordinator

Stacey Wang and Anita Krasniqi

Every Thursday after school, the Mathematics Faculty at Henley 
have been running a homework club. The purpose of this club 
is to provide support and encouragement to any middle school 
student who wishes to improve their maths skills. 

We have been so impressed with the number of students 
who attend each week. These students constantly display a 
considerable amount of determination and persistence towards 
improving themselves as learners and should be congratulated. 
The feedback we have received from parents, students and staff 
has been very positive with many stating that their students have 
demonstrated significant improvement in both their confidence 
and their skills.

The maths homework club runs every Thursday between 3:15pm 
and 4:14pm in the Oliphant sub-school. We look forward to seeing 
your children there.

Sonya Arnold
Mathematics Coordinator

MATHS HOMEWORK CLUB
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INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING
Wednesday 4th March saw our best 36 swimmers make their way back to the State Aquatic 
Centre for the A Grade Interschool Swimming meet. As the only public school in A Grade, 
Henley is up against some of the State’s strongest swimming schools, many having their own 
pool facilities. The girls finished in 4th position, showing talent and determination. Whilst the 
boys weren’t as successful overall, finishing in 10th place, they were able to get some great 
individual results and gain some valuable experience from the night.
We were able to achieve 2 first places, 4 second places and 
6 third places, but the highlights would have to be the Open 
Girls Freestyle Relay team of Kamika Huynh, Chloe Pate, 
Larissa Fielding and Jade De Beer setting a record in their 
4x50m freestyle relay. 

BOYS COMBINED GIRLS

1 Trinity Trinity Trinity

2 Immanuel Immanuel Immanuel

3 PAC Pembroke Seymour

4 Pembroke Sacred Heart Henley

5 St Peters Boys Henley Wilderness

6 Sacred Heart Westminster Sacred Heart

7 Westminster St Aloysius

8 Rostrevor Pembroke

9 CBC Westminster

10 Henley Walford

Competing against these schools, placing fifth and being the 
only Public School in the competition is a huge achievement 
in itself. Congratulations to all of our champion swimmers who 
did the most amazing job. Big thanks also need to go to the 
staff who made it run smoothly and parents for supporting the 
team. A special thanks to Fong Ly and Julie De Beer for time-
keeping. A successful night like this could not happen without 
the extra support.

James Treagus 
Manager, Sport
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SPORTS DAY 2015
Tuesday 10th of March saw the running of the Henley High 
School Sports Day for 2015. It was brilliant to see so many 
of the students (and staff) in their House colours. 

The weather was perfect for the day with the sun shining. It was a day that was 
well suited to great results, and we had some excellent performances includ-
ing many long standing records broken:
Izak Rankine – U/15 Boys 800m: 2:15.85 (Old record 2.16.00, 1998)
Amelia Hutchinson - Open Girls 800m: 2:34.45 (Old record 2:41.00, 2005)
- Open Girls 1500m: 5:19.26 (Old Record 5:34.00, 1998)
Nick Blum - U/16 Boys 1500m: 4:34.84 (Old record 4:49.00, 2004)
Alex Haydon – U/14 Girls 1500m: 5:33.52 (Old record 5:59.00, 1999) 
Jack Sykes – U/15 Boys 1500m: 5:03.06 (Old Record 1998)
Aimee Whibley - U/15 Girls Shot-put: 10.65m (Old Record 9.54m, 2008)
- U/16 Girls Shot-put: 9.37m (Old Record 9.33m, 2000)
- U/16 Girls Discus: 27.31m (Old Record 26.33m, 2000)
Declan Carruthers – Open Boys High Jump: 1.95m (Old Record 1.91m, 2008)
- Open Boys Hurdles: 14.83sec (Old Record 14.85sec, 2009)
Ryan Atkins- Open Boys High Jump: 1.95m (Old Record 1.91m, 2008)
Alyson Hettner- U/16 Girls Hurdles: 16.50sec (Old Record 16.75sec, 2009)
Courtney Hettner- Open Girls Hurdles: 17.85sec (Old Record 19.15sec, 2009)
Khyl McIntosh- U/14 Hurdles: 15.08sec (Old Record 15.40, 2008) 

A big congratulations to the age group winners on the day:
AGE GROUP BOYS GIRLS
U14 Deacon Braun/ Alex Haydon
U15 Bailey Fuller-Klemasz/ Meleri Mullan
U16 Lachlan Fairall/ Chloe Shatwell
Open Declan Carruthers/ Amelia Hutchinson

Overall competition was very close, which was reflected in the results:
Position Middle School Senior School Overall
1st Lowitja- 1242 Mawson – 1013 Lowitja- 1947
2nd Oliphant- 950 Oliphant- 893 Oliphant – 1843
3rd Mitchell- 740 Mitchell- 783 Mawson – 1747
4th Mawson – 734 Lowitja- 705 Mitchell- 1522
5th Florey - 604 Florey- 642 Florey- 1246

Thank you to all of the students in attendance, your attitude and involvement 
was superb. Also thanks must go to the staff for helping to run all of the 
events, especially the dedicated few who were at school at 6am to help set up 
for the big day.

James Treagus
Manager, Sport
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WORLD 
CHALLENGE: 
VIETNAM/LAOS 
TRIP 2014
Two countries, 28 students, 4 
teachers, 2 World Challenge 
leaders, 29 days: World 
Challenge. Late November 
last year a group of students 
in years 10 and 11 embarked 
on a life-changing journey. 
The adventure would focus 
on a cultural experience 
that include acclimatisation, 
trekking, rest and relaxation 
and a school project.
We were fortunate to travel to Vietnam 
and Laos in South-East Asia. With us 
were Mr. McGregor-Day, Ms. Ambler, 
Mr. Lim and Ms. Porritt. After three 
days in Hanoi we set off for Sapa Valley 
where we would participate in a four 
day trek. Each day came with their own 
challenges. The landscape was breath-
taking, the terrain difficult to climb. 
On average we trekked for 6 hours a 
day. At the end of each day we stayed 
with local families in homestays who 
were very accommodating. They fed 
us dinner and breakfast and gave us a 
place to stay.

The next part of our adventure was to 
cross the border to Laos, the poorest 
country in the world. On our way there 
we spent our days travelling through 
the smaller cities of the country. For 
most of us it was our first time in a third 
world country. Our eyes were forever 
open to the changes in culture, espe-
cially when compared with Australia. 
We quickly learnt how lucky we have it 
back home.

Laos would offer us our second trek, 
in a remote jungle. This was as equally 
thrilling and challenging as the first 
trek, but a highlight of our trip. We 
were led by 8 local guides, some with 
English speaking abilities. The trek was 
a World Challenge first meaning that 
Henley High were the first group to 
experience the jungle trek. Our guides 
built shelters with bamboo and banana 
leaves. Everything they created was 
from natural resources! It was inspiring 
and truly a cultural experience.

The biggest focus during our time in 
Laos however was the project phase. 
Here we visited Ban Kok, a small and 
remote village where nobody spoke 
English. With the help of one transla-
tor we spent the next 5 days digging 
trenches for the village’s water supply 
from the nearby river. The work was 
hard. The highlight of each day how-
ever was the interaction with the local 
children. Their smiles and laughter were 
truly encouraging. Time was spent also 
in their school which had only ten stu-
dents. We gave them many gifts such 
as colouring books, stationary, tools, 

and sports gear. From our interactions 
we were able to learn some basic Laos 
words and phrases. 

In between all of our trekking and the 
project phase we were entitled to some 
rest and relaxation in Luang Prabang; 
the city of temples. One highlight was 
the Kuangsi Waterfall Park which was 
truly spectacular. We also enjoyed reg-
ular visits to the night markets to buy 
loved ones tokens of our appreciation. 

In 29 days we experienced and learnt 
so much, too much to capture in a 
short article. We returned home more 
appreciative of the experience and our 
own culture. All students in our group 
are eager to travel the world again and 
highly recommend the World Chal-
lenge experience. 

By Kealyn Madden, Emily Char-
leson-Ruch and Jade Ambler
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