
WELCOME
SACE at Henley High School



How does the SACE 
work?

The SACE is made up of two parts: Stage 1 (which most students do in 
Year 11) and Stage 2 (which most students do in Year 12).

You need to get 200 credits to achieve the SACE, through a mixture of 
compulsory and free-choice subjects and courses.

Your work will be assessed using an A to E grading system in Stage 1 
and an A+ to E– grading system in Stage 2. 



Getting your SACE

Each subject or course that you successfully complete earns 'credits' towards the SACE. 

To gain your SACE, you need to achieve 200 credits.

The compulsory subjects make up 50 credits:

• 10 credits for the Personal Learning Plan at Stage 1

• 20 credits chosen from a range of English subjects at Stage 1 or Stage 2 (literacy requirement)

• 10 credits chosen from a range of mathematics subjects at Stage 1 or Stage 2 (numeracy 
requirement)

• 10 credits for the Research Project at Stage 2.

You will also need to successfully complete at least 60 credits from Stage 2 subjects. You can 
choose these subjects, but they have to be worth at least 60 credits in total.

The remaining 90 credits can be gained through additional Stage 1 or Stage 2 subjects or Board-
recognised courses (such as VET or community learning). You can choose the subjects or courses 
that you study to gain the remaining 90 credits.



Getting your SACE
SUMMARY:

You need to achieve:

• a C grade or better in the compulsory Stage 1 subjects

• a C– grade or better in the compulsory 70 credits of Stage 2 

subjects, including 10 credits for the Research Project.

Keep in mind that 10 credits equate to one semester of study in a 
subject, and 20 credits equate to a full-year subject.



Stage 1 and Stage 2 explained

PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN

At HHS our Year 9 students start the SACE with the Personal Learning Plan (PLP). This occurs 
in the second semester of year 9 and should be successfully completed by the end of first 
semester year 10. 

The PLP is a 10-credit Stage 1 subject and all students need to achieve a C grade or better in 
this subject to get their SACE. Studying the PLP gives you a good foundation for your senior 
studies, and can help in your subject selection.



Stage 1 and Stage 2 explained

STAGE 1

A full year of SACE study starts in Year 11 at Stage 1. You can choose from a range of 
Stage 1 subjects offered at your school, as well as vocational education and training 
(VET) courses and other options. In Stage 1, all of your assessment tasks (reports, 
presentations, etc.) will be marked by teachers at your school.

There are two compulsory requirements for the SACE that students usually complete 
at Stage 1 — a full year of an English subject and at least a semester of a 
mathematics subject. You need to get a C grade or better in both.

Your assessments in these two areas are marked by your teachers and checked by 
external moderators to ensure that marking is consistent across all schools.



Stage 1 and Stage 2 explained

STAGE 2

In Stage 2, you choose your subjects and courses from those offered at your school.

Assessment for Stage 2 is divided into two parts:

• Internal — 70% of your assessment tasks (reports, tests, presentations, etc.) 
will be marked by teachers at your school and checked by external moderators. 
This ensures that marking is consistent across all schools.

• External — the remaining 30% will be assessed outside your school. These 
assessments take the form of examinations, performances, or investigations.

There is one compulsory subject in Year 12 — the Research Project. It is a one-
semester (10-credit) subject that gives you the chance to do in-depth research on a 
topic of your choice.







ATAR and TAFE entry 
scores

For university entry, and to gain an ATAR (Australian Tertiary admission Rank) you’ll need to 
achieve 90 credits at Year 12 (Stage 2).

Three 20-credit Year 12 (Stage 2) subjects. These need to be Tertiary Admission Subjects 
(TAS).

The final 30 credits can come from any of the following:

• Another 20 credit TAS subject

• Half the score of a 20 credit TAS subject

• The score of a 10 credit TAS subject

• The score of the Research Project (10 credit)

Universities specify the required subjects for some of their courses



ATAR and TAFE entry 
scores

TAFE entry

The TAFE SA Selection Score may be used for selection into some 
courses. It is reported to students completing the SACE and is 
calculated from the scaled scores of the best 40 Stage 2 credits of 
Tertiary Admissions Subjects (TAS) plus the best outcome from 
either:

• the score of a third 20 credit TAS or Recognised Studies

or any two of the following:

• half the score of another 20 credit TAS or Recognised 
Studies

• the score of a 10 credit TAS or Recognised Studies

• the score of another 10 credit TAS or Recognised Studies.

The TAFE SA Selection Score is reported to students in the score 
range.



Performance standards explained

Performance standards define the five levels of achievement in the SACE from A to 
E. Each level of achievement describes the knowledge, skills, and understanding 
needed to demonstrate that level of learning.

Whenever you are given a grade (A to E) for an assessment, you can check the 
performance standards to monitor your progress through the subject. The 
performance standards describe how well you have demonstrated what you know and 
understand in relation to the criteria set out for each subject. They can also help you 
to set goals for improvement.

All SACE teachers and assessors mark with reference to the performance standards so 
that students in all classes across all schools receive comparable grades.

Performance standards for each subject can be found in the subject outline on each 
subject minisite.



Performance standards explained

Performance Standards for Stage 2 Biology – A standard

- Investigation, Analysis, and Evaluation Knowledge and Application 

A Designs a logical, coherent, and detailed biological 
investigation. 

Obtains, records, and represents data, using 
appropriate conventions and formats accurately and 
highly effectively. 

Systematically analyses and interprets data and 
evidence to formulate logical conclusions with 
detailed justification. 

Critically and logically evaluates procedures and 
their effect on data. 

Demonstrates deep and broad knowledge and 
understanding of a range of biological concepts. 

Develops and applies biological concepts highly 
effectively in new and familiar contexts. 

Critically explores and understands in depth the 
interaction between science and society. 

Communicates knowledge and understanding of 
biology coherently, with highly effective use of 
appropriate terms, conventions, and representations. 

 



SACE Capabilities

When you study the SACE you continue to develop capabilities to live, learn, work, and participate 

successfully in an ever-changing society.

The following seven general capabilities underpin the SACE:

• literacy

• numeracy

• information and communications technology

• critical and creative thinking

• personal and social

• ethical understanding

• intercultural understanding.

These seven capabilities will gradually replace the five SACE capabilities of communication, citizenship, 

personal development, work, and learning.



Course Counselling



Special Provisions

• The SACE Board provides all students with opportunities for success in 
completing the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE).

• The Board recognises that individual students may need special 
provisions to access the specified learning and assessment requirements 
in the SACE Board's subject outlines.

• The strategy provides alternative arrangements to students who 
demonstrate that their capacity to participate in and/or access the 
requirements of an assessment requirement is affected by illness, 
impairment, or personal circumstances. The policy aims to apply the 
special provisions responsibly, fairly and equitably.



Important websites

www.sace.sa.edu.au

http://www.satac.edu.au/

http://www.henleyhs.sa.edu.au/

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
http://www.satac.edu.au/
http://www.henleyhs.sa.edu.au/


Thank you


